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PRESS RELEASE  
 

Covid-19 impacts 2020 tractor registrations, first 2021 semester 
confirms recovery despite supply chain challenges 
Demand for tractors remains stable overall, as industry barometer indicates peak has been reached 
 
Brussels, 30 September 2021 - Overall, some 189,242 “tractors” were registered across Europe 
in the full year 2020, according to numbers sourced from national authorities. Of these 
registrations, 49,338 vehicles were 37kW (50 hp) and under, and 139,904 were 38kW and above. 
CEMA considers that 149,667 of these vehicles are agricultural tractors, the rest being quads, 
telehandlers or other equipment. Corrections are significant (i.e. more than half of registrations) 
in countries such as Slovakia, Finland, Iceland, Sweden, Luxemburg, Estonia and Croatia. An 
overview of the total tractor registrations can be found in the annex, with a correction factor for 
agricultural tractors. 
 
Agricultural tractor registrations for the full year 2020 decreased by around 3% in comparison 
with 2019, a result that would overall indicate relative stability compared to previous years. But 
the Covid-19 pandemic had a very significant impact, with a drop in registrations of almost 20% 
in the second quarter of 2020 versus Q2 2019, at a traditional peak time of the year. Seasonal 
Agricultural work could not wait, and the industry demonstrated its resilience in the third (+7,5% 
vs 2019) and fourth quarters (+4% vs 2019) to catch up with demand. This performance, despite 
Covid-19 production and distribution constraints as well as massive supply chain challenges, was 
notably made possible by the European Union decision to postpone deadlines for machines using 
transition engines under 56 kW and over 129 kW. The industry was however concerned about 
machines using transition engines in the 56 to 129 kW range. 
 

 
 

Graph 1 - Source Systematics International, formatted by CEMA 
 
 
Trends per power categories hint to specific challenge 
All power categories were severely impacted by Covid-19 in the second quarter of 2020, some of 
them up to a dramatic 30% drop versus 2019. Not all could catch up later in the year, as 
demonstrated by the trends per power category (Graph 2) for all vehicles. When filtering out all 
“other” vehicles from the 2020 registrations and retaining only agricultural tractors, evidence 
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confirmed that the powerband between 56 and 129 kW – which represents up to 60% of the 
agricultural tractor registrations across Europe – was still facing an 8% drop in registrations in 
2020 versus 2019 (Graph 3) at the end of the year. As Covid-19 constraints and supply chain 
challenges continued, the industry renewed the call for a European Union decision to also 
postpone deadlines for machines using transition engines in the 56 to 129 kW range. 
 

 
 
Graph 2 - Source Systematics International, formatted by CEMA 
 

 
Graph 3 - Source Systematics International, formatted by CEMA 
 
Significant country differences for 2020 
The two biggest agricultural tractor markets in Europe remain France and Germany (Graph 4), 
with those two countries accounting for almost 4 agricultural tractors out of 10 registered in 
Europe. When adding Italy, 1 agricultural tractor out of 2 goes into just three markets. And with 
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the UK, Spain and Poland included, over two thirds of all agricultural tractors in Europe get 
registered in only 6 countries. Out of these 6 key markets, only Germany and Poland saw an 
increase in 2020 agricultural tractor registrations over 2019, while in France, Italy, the UK and 
Spain, registrations were down.  
 
 

 
 
Graph 4 - Source Systematics International, formatted by CEMA 
 
First semester of 2021 confirms recovery despite supply chain challenges 
According to numbers sourced from national authorities, some 115,146 “tractors” were 
registered across Europe in the first six months of 2021. Of these registrations, 32,353 vehicles 
were 37kW (50 hp) and under, and 82,793 were 38kW and above. CEMA considers that 89,060 
of these vehicles are agricultural tractors, the rest being quads, telehandlers or other 
equipment. These numbers confirm high levels of demand as farmers, contractors and all other 
actors of the European agri-food chain went through great efforts to ensure access to safe and 
nutritious food in times of a continuing pandemic. Overall, 25% more agricultural tractors were 
registered across Europe in the first six months of 2021 compared to the first semester of 2020, 
badly hit by the pandemic. For manufacturers, Covid-19 production and distribution constraints 
gradually improved in 2021 but did not come back to normal. Significant supply chain challenges 
remained, with new issues adding to ongoing problems as the world was recovering and 
competing for scarce supply. The European Union’s decision to postpone deadlines for machines 
using transition engines in the 56 to 129 kW range proved essential to help industry manage 
through these extraordinary times. 
 
CEMA Barometer hints that Business Climate has peaked peak but remains positive 
According to the latest CEMA barometer, the general Business Climate Index for the Agricultural 
Machinery Industry in Europe seems to have reached its peak in the months of May and June 
(with highest levels since 2008). In September, the index decreased slightly for the third month 
in a row at a high level (to 63 points on a scale of -100 to +100). The drop this time is the result 
of some companies evaluating their current business slightly less favourably. 
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Uncertainty continues as to what extent the orders can be realized against the backdrop of 
extreme price increases and shortages on the supplier side. Meanwhile, 40% of the companies 
expect a production stop due to a lack of certain parts in the coming month. 
 
On the other hand, demand from end customers in Europe seems to remain robust. The industry 
still sees a high need for investment for almost all of Europe, especially among farmers within 
Central to Eastern Europe. Accordingly, the regional breakdown shows for each single European 
market a majority of survey participants expecting turnover increases in the next six months, 
with the CIS countries having moved up the most in the market ranking. 
 
Against this background, the European industry representatives remain confident of closing the 
year with strong results. With regard to the full year 2021, the survey participants expect for their 
company a turnover increase of +13% (arithmetic mean) or +10% (median). 
 

 
  
- ENDS – 
For further information, please contact: 
CEMA secretariat 
Tel. +32 2 706 81 73  
secretariat@cema-agri.org  
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Annex: 
          

Total Registrations Europe (January to December) 
  FY % of 

agricultural 
tractors - 2020 Country 2020 2019 

% 
Change 

Austria 6539 6172 5,95% 85% 
Belgium 5173 4814 7,46% 63% 
Bosnia Herzegovina 690 436 58,26% 52% 
Croatia 2218 2683 -17,33% 44% 
Czech Republic 3642 4260 -14,51% 67% 
Denmark 2761 2485 11,11% 59% 
Estonia 1177 1213 -2,97% 36% 
Finland 9756 9496 2,74% 16% 
France 28392 31102 -8,71% 98% 
Germany 32040 28980 10,56% 92% 
Greece 2110 926 127,86% 100% 
Hungary 3126 3121 ,16% 82% 
Iceland 416 380 9,47% 25% 
Ireland 2837 3027 -6,28% 68% 
Italy 17944 18575 -3,40% 100% 
Latvia 562 668 -15,87% 91% 
Lithuania 1820 1615 12,69% 71% 
Luxembourg 814 855 -4,80% 35% 
Moldova 1085 1255 -13,55% 81% 
Netherlands 2715 3158 -14,03% 100% 
Norway 2602 3316 -21,53% 99% 
Poland 14166 11212 26,35% 70% 
Portugal 2755 3708 -25,70% 100% 
Serbia & Montenegro 2429 2438 -,37% 96% 
Slovakia 3332 2375 40,29% 5% 
Slovenia 1115 1350 -17,41% 100% 
Spain 10676 12156 -12,18% 93% 
Sweden 10146 9894 2,55% 27% 
Switzerland 4270 5175 -17,49% 54% 
United Kingdom 11934 14544 -17,95% 100% 
Total Registrations 189242 191389 -1,12% 79% 

     
Agricultural Tractors 149667 154376 -3,05%  
     
37kW and under 49338 45716 7,92%  
     
38kW and over 139904 145673 -3,96%  

 
Source: Systematics International, formatted by CEMA 
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Total Registrations Europe (January to June) 

 YTD 6 months 
% of agricultural 
tractors - 2021 Country 2021 2020 

% 
Change 

Austria 4551 3346 36,01% 86% 
Belgium 3194 2514 27,05% 60% 
Bosnia Herzegovina 387 286 35,31% 50% 
Croatia 1526 1211 26,01% 35% 
Czech Republic 2471 1853 33,35% 60% 
Denmark 1615 1276 26,57% 56% 
Estonia 858 583 47,17% 36% 
Finland 6806 4863 39,95% 16% 
France 15934 12956 22,99% 98% 
Germany 17164 14872 15,41% 93% 
Greece 1525 587 159,80% 100% 
Hungary 1633 1586 2,96% 83% 
Iceland 294 225 30,67% 24% 
Ireland 2179 1728 26,10% 71% 
Italy 12537 8222 52,48% 100% 
Latvia 470 268 75,37% 76% 
Lithuania 1304 733 77,90% 55% 
Luxembourg 437 397 10,08% 37% 
Moldova 637 536 18,84% 77% 
Netherlands 1458 1351 7,92% 100% 
Norway 1359 1312 3,58% 99% 
Poland 9884 7041 40,38% 66% 
Portugal 1467 1185 23,80% 100% 
Serbia & Montenegro 820 1549 -47,06% 99% 
Slovakia 1419 1904 -25,47% 1% 
Slovenia 779 667 16,79% 100% 
Spain 5744 4453 28,99% 93% 
Sweden 6371 4879 30,58% 21% 
Switzerland 2538 2315 9,63% 60% 
United Kingdom 7785 6097 27,69% 100% 
Total Registrations 115146 90795 26,82% 77% 

     
Agricultural Tractors 89060 70948 25,53%  

 
Source: Systematics International, formatted by CEMA 
 
Disclaimer: the total number of registrations may include other types of vehicles such as 
telehandlers and ATVs. Additionally, it can include for certain countries also second-hand 
registrations. This is still the best data set available to CEMA sourced from national authorities. 


